IRRIGATION

PM Calls for Better Water

Management for Agriculture Growth

By G. Kalyan Kumar

mudani rmarmagemenl ol lndia's
P witle tesuuioes iscrucial o ensne
its raticral and wiskaeanhle use.
Far thus, achior i required ab macy fronls
a4 coordination acress differant sectors

of the economy.

This was The message of the Prime
Sonister O Manmohan  hingh's
irangmial addeess at the fitth Wain
temanal Conference of the International
Commisdon on Irdgation and Drainae
on improvamenl omoellicency of
irriwilivn piojects through technnlepgy
up-gradation and heHes aperatinn &
mamlenasee reld in Now Delkl ap 10
Decomoer 2005,

Water Conflict
or. panmohas Singh noted thal just

as e conHicks ol the 20h century were
nften nver the sharing of scarce
potroleum fesources, those o the 211
century will probathy be uver the shasing
ol witler, Some eslimabes sugpest that
wourld Tood demand conidd daible in thi
pewttwn derackes | hat will ranslate into
a hige demand tor water. Further stress
on scarce wiler resources will be caused
by populaton growth, the majurily ol
which will be dependent o agicultuire
indusbiy and will lead to urhanisatan
Muwheie are Fhese chalipnges mnre
pressing than in Asia”

the I'ime Mimister observed that
“ellicencies of surface waler syslens
can o irmprosed Trom e present lewel
al 3% s A0 percent to about £d] percent
anel that of gronnchwnter systems from

the exlsting &5 percenl o aboul 75
parcanl. Somnilar ulualions prevail in most
hisleaing counbies in Asa and we have
a mrel deal Lo leam from each athers
l:-:|,|'_||:-ri|=|||:ﬂ- LItilizatinn af rreated
iivigation potential v anather crucial
izsue In Indin only B8 percont of the
reeated irigation patential kas been
iitilised thus far, Efficient use of crop
wator carl increase the pross irripgatad
arca. cither by incraasing the lrrigaled
eropped area or the inlensily ol
irfigation”

Second Green Revolulion

i, fhanmchan Singh said hat Uie Laget
of doutsling e aiinwal pate ot goeath
uf agpiculfuie in India b 4 parcent during
the Tleventh 'an Pered of 2007 2012



IRRIGATION

iy a top piwily by e prvemment. ' To
achines: Ui, we ere sharply Increasing
pubiic investment in agrcullure. The
st impetan] area for ivesbnent in
agncultine relates (o e provisan ol
wiated ard dy wllmsent ine 10 facl we
hiope b bee alile bo ardd ebous 16 milliue
bwtlures ba Fre iengated araa during Hie
Elpuenth Live year Plan," Lhe Prime
Mi=ater added

*1ee fiest Gogun Bevoluteon rame from
nrovations developed ¢ the public
cacior The seeand Cieen Revolution will
wme o technaloghes devielaped o
Ire prieale scciod. Iks therubore essential
that prvale Invesmenl and nnasation
b incorpanlad woilhin & hroader w5l
and slralegy of develpprent in i
aprlluie and watct seolors, W need
Ly imcoease invesiment in ageicudhrad
bectrealngics, pardcubarly those related
te improved crup piachiees waker
savings, design ul storage structures and
migre plliveqd tans implemeniz,” o
fnminolian “ungh soid

I is mevanlly crpormant Bl develoged
fechnoioplat reach the Farmers,
paricularly (e pooest Farmers, 1 am
very happy [hat the Mnnlry of Wale
Fusources pas launched & Farmens
Participatary  Actlon Research
Frogramme”  through Agriculture
Iinpecrsilies and Amiculiuie Research
inslitutes Iy demonsirate availabli
sechnoloyies hor incredsing procuctivily
and protitasihity of agrleultuie, Such
prograrcmies noed 10 b expandad © the
Pramar Il 00y said,

Climate Change
The spoctre at dlimals charge will ako

i W

lawe an nnprediclabla ctaneyuence an
the waler iggime. Varinn shurfed poant
tewiard 15 adverse imparck on the
hydralogic vecle that sonld resu't nthe
piensilivalion of sath terporal and
soealial wanalewns in gredplabon.

Inedia i alreaoy SEUEENg evey yrear Witk
fineds in one pail u' the coontry and
droughie in ullen parks

“This year, wir hac sewnirs flopds in
Karnalake Andhrd Pradesh and
elewhers At the sar Hine acond 106
ditnats ol the coanliy were declared a3
baing droaghl altected. These
imbalances will only mitensify wilh
el maliv distorbans thal aré nowe wn e
Ponizon Mareaver, Ther ae conesms
that ciminie change ey also sdverseh
imipeol o7 the grosadwester lasic and s
cua by, affyitingg Lhesehy procudtivity of
the crupping systemd, " the Frie
Sinisler sale

Malional Water slstion

“To addresy these comples inter-
elationsbips of the waler seclns 1o
devalopmiert and gowts, we havpe ot
up a Madonal Water Missior, which i
are of e eizht netmnl missions Wl
are art of aue Miztional Action Plas on
Climate € henge launchisd seoenthy by the
bay Fhe Lievetnmest ol india," D singh
waid. The Prime Masibed sad that tha
mabi abjeclice of Nabonal YWatee
Missiun wuould he integrated wale
IEsUdice MAnAECment By l.l.-"lll-l:'l'-l'll‘IE
waber, PinaruzEng Watlige snd ensunng
itt more equitabie distibalion bolh
acrods and el varines states of our
unigm, Il mandate will cover L
felluwiig

* Plarang ol i comgiut eisive waler dota
pase I the pubbc darain

= accasriien L ot the impact of clirmals
Lfmmn: G WA FoSurces

= Prorslivin of ciizen and Stale arfwn
far waler conservalivn, apgrmantatian
and prissarealian,

s Foonee allenhion b over exploalied
anvis,

o lnereanng watar Ui llcisicy by at
Ieast AU percant: s,

¢ promoton of baon ke miegrated
waler (eauvuee FandEoment,

The Waler Rissicn will alse week to
develop new rogulatony sliwctures,
;mnlmmlwﬂh.mpm,:nruleemi'l-m:-.
ane preieg of water 0 sl itk o
aptimize the eflivdicy ot sisting
imgaton fysienn. locentee struciunes
will be devigned la pramodo waler-
rewtral o waber poubve technologes,
rechaiging of undergreund wales
sugies and adaption of large- seals
nigaling srozramreies lhal ely an
spuinkfery, drip Wnigativn ad idee and
turreny frigalinn.

Pawitr Kurmar Sansal, e Linica sinister
ot Water Besource in bis addiess sald,
“Liptairable developmenl of waler
tesourcos ard its weost ethoent wie |5 a
rifical challunge betare s tosay’

Or. Chandia Madrarantoo, Preddenl,
internabional Comemoun on imigatas
and Dratwags, sl addiessed the
conference, Aol A0 professionals
fram A5 countries including lndia
participaled i= the conferenie to
dafitarale or sue ke Modennisalon
of public/state cearated I gation syatem
ard seveces Mublic Privaze Palieship
in  wvigatinn development  and
mamagemenl] Inbégrited apguoach n
agricuttuenl  dramage;  Caparity
Dievelapment for moden argahon
management; impact of dimate change
wn wwealer iesourcet avallalslily and erop
prcfoetmity; and. e gal sgeechs i hamg
ab waler resources.

The UM eancluded his speech by saving,
“we shotld wors lugethes leamn from
rach pihier and lumesi all Gur SLaroe
rescutees o give substanas tm the shogan
" gdore Crog and feeame ger Grap”




